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Local volunteers '
help in New Orleans

Fifteen First Parish members join rebuilding effort
New Orleans area. She said she thought itwas
an unqualified success.

"It was a success for us as a group, living
together in a small building all together, sharing
one shower, without any problems or issues."
she said. "We ended the week with anenormous
amount ofsatisfaction and agreater understand
ing of what happened down there. We had an

By Lydla Mulvany
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After aweek ofhard work painting and work
ing on houses in New Orleans, Cindy Ladd
Fiorini of Duxbury is looking forward to going
back next year with her church. First Parish
Church of Duxbury. She thinks it could be an
annual trip.

Unitarian Universalist Church members and
organized the weeklong trip in late April for vol
unteers to help in the rebuilding ofNew Orleans.
Fifteen volunteers from the ages of 16 to 68
r00m?1 t0?ether ^ a church annex and worked
on dirterent projects throughout the citv.

Fiorini said she had the Idea because her son
went to volunteer in New Orleans and ended up
staying there.

"We went down there last year for aday, and
it was clear to us both that there's an incredible
amount of work to be done there, and that it's
volunteers are who are rebuilding NNew

photo courtesy troy Riley Orleans now," she said.
Elaine Wlnqulst, director of the Duxbury Free Library, works on Fiorini said the experience inspired her to si<m
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consortium of three Unitarian churches in the
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fionni enlisted the help of First Parish opportunity to talk to many of the people that
Unitarian Universalist Church memlvrs anH p.xrw»ri*»nrwJ Ifotrina fi«-.i,„„j „_j i.f. _experienced Katrina firsthand and lost so much,

and listen to their stories, and work side-by-side.
"It was very powerful for us to witness the

amount of destruction that is stilldownthere."
Fiorini said she thought the group was inspired

to go again.
"I think we're going to make it ayearly trip,

and we like the idea of an intergenerauonaf trip,"
she said. "We felt abig connection. People were
very welcoming, and we hope to be able to forge
some sort of a connection with them."

Troy Riley, another Duxbury resident who
volunteered, said she too was inspired.

"We went to the Lower Ninth Ward, which
was completely flooded. So many homes were
lost. Ihad thought that it was aghetto. Iknew no
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